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^-     EX-GOV.  LOWFS  LETTER 

TO  THE 

VIRGINIA    I.EGISIATUEE. 


The  following  letter  was  transmitted  by  Ex-Gov.  Lowe  to  the  Virginia  Legis- 
ture  and  5000  copies  of  the  same  ordered  to  be  printed. 

AsuLAND,  Va.,  December  16th,  1861. 

Sir  : — I  have  the  honor  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the 
14th  instant,  and  the  resolution  of  the  House  of  delegates  of  Virginia  in- 
viting me  to  occupy  one  of  the  privileged  seats  on  the  floor  of  the  Hall. — 
I  thank  you  sincerely  for  the  kind  and  cordial  manner  in  which  you  were 
pleased  to  inform  me  of  the  distinguished  honor  conferred  upon  me  by  the 
enlightened  and  patriotic  body  over  which  you  preside  ;  and  I  beg  you  to 
assure  the  House  that  I  earnestly  appreciate  this  delicate  and  generous  ex- 
pression of  its  approbation  and  good  will.  Although  the  resolution  con- 
veys a  high  compliment  personal  to  myself  (for  which  I  am  the  more 
grateful,  inasmuch  as  I  feel  that  it  exceeds  my  actual  merits,)  I  am  never- 
theless, perfectly  sensible  that  the  great  purpose  of  the  representatives  of 
the  people  of  Virginia,  in  adopting  this  resolution,  was  to  show  to  the 
world  how  deeply  they  sympathize  with  the  loyal  sons  of  Maryland  in  the 
severe  tribulations  which  Divine  Providence  has  sent  upon  them  to  try 
their  faith  and  to  chasten  their  affections.  Whilst  bowed  down  to  the  earth 
in  their  great  agony,  and  driven  almost  to  despair  by  that  "hope  deferred 
which  maketh  the  heart  sick,"  the  people  of  Maryland  are  not  unmindful 
of  another  salutary  pm-pose  which  the  G-reat  Disposer  of  events  may  con- 
template in  thus  subjecting  them  for  a  time  to  the  fiery  ordeal  of  Northern 
despotism  and  cruelty. 

if  Maryland  had  entered  the  Southern  Confederacy  eight  months  ago, 
she  would  have  brought  with  her  a  comparatively  small  but  exceedingly 
vicious  class  of  men,  whose  corruption  would  have  secretly  festered  in  the 
body  politic,  and  ultimately,  perhaps,  have  caused  its  decay.  On  the  19th 
of  last  April,  many  of  these  men  were  ready  to  hail  the  Southern  banner 
if  convinced  of  its  power.  The  events  of  the  past  six  months  have  un- 
masked those  servile  camp  followers  of  the  Northern  despot,  and  placed 
between  them  and  the  true  men  of  the  State  a  gulf  which  must  ever  remain 
impassable.  It  is  distinctly  understood  now  that  one  or  the  other  of  those 
hostile  classes  must  occupy  and  possess  the  State,  to  the  exclusion  of  the 
other,  whenever  the  final  issue  shall  have  been  made  by  an  appeal  to  arms. 
As  I  cannot  doubt  what  the  result  of  that  conflict  will  be,  I  feel  no  hesita- 
tion in  predicting  that  Maryland,  like  Kentucky  and  Misssuri,  will  come 
into  the  great  conservative  repiiblic  of  the  South,  purified  of  the  social  and 
political  contaminations  which  were  brought  upon  a  noble  race  of  men  by 
the  money-seeking  emigrants  from  the  land  of  agrarian  fanatacism  and  sor- 
did passion.  / 

Maryland  will  become  again  the  home  of  the  cavaliers,  as  she  was  before 
the  mirror  of  her  chivalry  was  dimmed  by  the  breath  of  the  mammon- 
worshippers,     pjven  now  the  shores  of  Virginia  are  crowded  with   exiled 


men,  who  represent  the  ancient  historical  loyalty  of  their  race,  and  at  this 
hour,  down  by  the  bright  waters  of  the  Chesapeake,  and  along  the  beauti- 
ful banks  of  the  Potomac,  there  are  thousands  of  mansions,  great  and 
small,  where  Marylanders  keep  alive  the  high  spirit  and  cultivate  the  ge- 
nial domestic  virtues  of  their  renowned  ancestry.  The  taint  of  Northern 
pelf  and  the  ulcers  of  Northern  Red  Republican  demagogueism  will  rapidly 
vanish  as  the  old  State  passes  through  the  furnace  of  affliction  into  which 
she  has  been  cast  by  Lincoln,  with  a  fiercer  rage  than  that  of  the  idolatrous 
Nebuchadnezzer . 

Hence  it  is,  sir,  that,  drawing  much  consolation  from  this  faith,  we 
strive  to  mitigate  the  vigor  of  our  exile,  and  to  stifle  the  sorrow  which  rises 
in  our  hearts  as  we  listen  to  the  wail  of  our  suffering  friends,  borne  to  our 
ears  upon  every  breeze  that  crosses  the  Potomac,  and  salutes  the  Confede- 
rate flag.  We  have  never  permitted  ourselves  to  doubt  that  that  flag  will, 
at  the  proper  time,  be  advanced  to  the  rescue  of  our  people  from  their  cruel 
thraldom.  I  speak  what  I  know  when  I  say  that,  despite  the  insolent 
mockeries  of  the  Lincoln  ballot-box  in  Maryland,  held  by  perjured  serfs 
and  upheld  by  their  master's  bayonets ;  despite  the  cringing  falsehood  of 
official  demagogues  and  the  puichased  testimony  of  a  recreant  and  suborn- 
ed executive ;  despite  the  clamor  of  a  subsidised  press  and  the  pusilanimi- 
ty  of  the  mammon-worshippers — there  has  always  been  in  our  noble  State 
an  overwhelming  majority  of  the  people  hostile  to  the  Northern  despot, 
and  devotedly  attached  to  the  cause  of  Southern  independence  and  consti- 
tutional liberty.  And  now,  after  the  bitter  experiences  of  the  last  half 
year,  it  is  certain,  beyond  all  peradventure,  that  the  actual  adherents  of 
the  Northern  Grovernment  do  not  amount  to  a  tithe  of  the  population. 

Fraud,  intimidation,  violence,  threats  of  confiscation,  imprisonment,  the 
continued  pressure  of  arrogant  military  rule,  petty  ofl[icial  persecution,  the 
temptations  of  patronage,  and  all  other  base  means  so  familiar  to  tyrants, 
have  been  used  with  a  zeal  worthy  of  a  less  infamous  cause,  to  extort  from 
the  people  of  Maryland  an  expression  of  "loyalty  to  the  Union,"  as  they 
still  persist  in  characterizing  the  decayed  remains  of  the  old  Government : 
and  yet,  their  bastiles  are  filled  to  repletion  with  Maryland  martyrs;  and 
they  dare  not  for  one  instant  withdraw  from  her  soil  the  ai-med  mercena- 
ries, who,  in  their  imbecile  terror,  stand  guai'd  at  the  doors  of  rebel  women 
and  arrest  rebel  boys  for  wearing  the  obnoxious  colors  of  the  Southern 
''flag,  more  terrible  to  the  tyrant's  minions  than  anything  on  earth  except 
the  Southern  steel  which  glittered  around  that  flag  on  an  hundred  fields  of 
victory.  No !  They  well  understand  that  Maryland  is  at  heart  a  "rebel," 
as  she  was  in  '76  ;  and  they  remember  the  history  of  her  deeds  and  the 
fate  of  her  tories. 

It  would  be  an  act  of  supererogation  in  me  to  undertake  a  detailed  ex- 
planation of  the  causes  which  led  to  this  temporary  subjugation  of  Mary- 
land. It  is  due  to  her,  however,  that  I  should  briefly  allude  to  certain 
prominent  facts. 

I  am  perfectly  convinced  that  she  would  have  left  the  old  Union  imme- 
diately, had  North  Carolma  and  Virginia  gone  out  when  the  cotton  States 
seceded.  Her  executive  had  not  the  manhood  to  oppose  a  revolution 
which  he  feared  and  hated,  until  he  was  surrounded  by  Northern  bayonets. 
Cowering  under  tlie  storm  of  popular  indignation,  he  went  into  Monument 
square  on  the  afternoon  of  the  memorable  19th  of  April  last,  whilst  the 
blood  of  the  heroic  youths  of  Baltimore,  who  had  scornfully  driven  out  of 
their  city  twelve  hundred  armed  abolitionists  from  Massachusetts,  was  still 
fresh  upon  the  pavements,  and  there  called  God  to  witness  his  loyalty  to 
the  South,  and  prayed  that  his  arm  might  rot  from  the  socket  if  he  ever 
raised  it  against  his  Southern  brethren. 

Such  a  man,  as  we  well  know,  would  not  have  dared  to  lift  his  finger 
against  secession  in  the  month  of  February  last.     It  was,  however,   geo- 


graphically  and  politically  impossible  for  Maryland  to  join  the  cotton  States 
whilst  other  great  States,  lying  between  her  and  the  new  Confederacy,  re- 
mained even  nominally  in  union  with  the  North.  The  delay  from  Decem- 
ber to  April  was  fatal  to  her ;  and  that  delay  was  beyond  her  control. 
Lincoln  then  came  into  power,  with  his  navy  threatening  the  bay  and 
rivers  which  penetrate  the  State  at  every  vital  point,  and  with  his  army 
gathering  its  mighty  columns  from  the  North,  professedly  for  the  protec- 
tion of  the  Federal  Capital,  but  in  reality,  as  we  have  since  witnessed,  for 
the  invasion  of  Virginia.  Maryland  had  no  arms,  no  ammunition,  no 
military  organization.  Her  false-hearted  Governor  had  purposely  left  her 
in  a  defenceless  condition,  in  order  that  he  might,  without  peril  to  himself, 
deliver  her  up,  at  the  suitable  time,  to  be  crucified,  and  receive  his  thirty 
pieces  of  silver  as  the  price  of  his  unspeakable  treachery. 

Then  as  now,  she  required  only  arms,  ammunition,  and  thirty  days  to 
organize  her  rural  population.  Had  she  been  so  fortunate  as  to  have  had 
her  lot  cast  south  of  the  Potomac,  she  would  have  accomplished  her  re- 
demption long  ago.  Being  the  only  highway  from  the  North  to  the  Fede- 
ral Capital,  her  subjugation  of  course  became  a  political  and  military  ne- 
cessity With  the  Northern  people ;  and  as  she  was  separated  by  a  wide 
river  from  her  Southern  brethren ,  and  was  wholly  without  expectation  of 
early  assistance  from  any  quarter,  it  became  evident  that  her  effort  to  resist 
invasion,  however  gallant  and  determined,  would  have  resulted  in  certain 
defeat,  and  the  consequent  desti'uction  of  Baltimore  city,  which  contains 
two-fifths  of  her  whole  population,  and  nearly  all  of  her  commercial  capital 
and  enterprise. 

Baltimore  then  had  less  than  thirty -five  hundred  rifles  and  muskets,  ten 
or  a  dozen  small  field  pieces,  and  not  one  cannon  to  defend  the  approaches 
to  the  city.  She  was  surrounded  by  the  flower  of  the  hostile  army,  and 
cut  ofi"  from  all  support.  After  the  19th  of  April,  Philadelphia  and  New 
York  clamored  for  her  destruction,  under  the  mask  of  patriotism,  though 
in  reality  instigated  altogether  by  the  intense  hatred  engendered  by  a  long 
standing  commercial  rivalry.  Many  loyal  and  gallant  men  refused  to  pre- 
cipitate so  unequal  a  contest,  to  be  followed  by  such  inevitable  and  calami- 
tous results.  They  would  have  been  willing  to  have  carried  the  State  out 
of  the  Union  in  February,  or  even  March,  but  in  April  and  May  they  be- 
lieved it  to  be  impracticable,  unless  at  the  sacrifice  of  everything  which 
constituted  the  material  power  of  the  State.  They  believed  that  time  would 
aff'ord  an  opportunity  for  the  accomplishment  of  the  great  pm-pose,  without 
demanding  such  a  price  as  the  destruction  of  their  commercial  emporium. 

Nevertheless,  these  loyal  and  gallant  men  were  at  all  times  ready  to 
bring  a  blackened  ruin  into  the  Southern  Confederacy,  rather  than  to  pur- 
chase immunity  at  the  cost  of  public  virtue  and  private  honor  ;  rather  than 
to  wear  the  flowers  and  jewels  of  oriental  slavery.  They  have  always  been 
ready  to  decide  between  these  alternatives,  whenever  necessarily  and  defi- 
nitely presented.  At  this  moment  with  outstretched  arms,  they  stand 
upon  their  desecrated  hearthstones,  crying  out  to  their  Southern  brethren 
to  give  them  an  opportunity  to  pronounce  this  decision  on  the  field  of  bat- 
tle. They  do  not  ask  for  men  to  fight  the  battle  of  freedom  on  their  own 
soil.  They  ask  only  for  arms  and  ammunition,  and  that  the  tyrant's  hand 
may  be  taken  from  their  throat  until  they  can  rally  their  people  from 
mountain  and  valley.  Then,  wuth  the  courage  of  the  old  "Maryland 
line,"  aiid  the  benediction  of  a  just  God,  they  will  be  able  to  carve  out  and 
defend  their  liberties  with  their  own  swords.  They  are  wilUng  to  accept 
annihilation  as  the  penalty  of  failure. 

God  knows  they  love  the  sunny  South  as  dearly  as  any  son  of  the  Pal- 
metto State.     They  idolize  the  chivalric  honor,  the  stern  and  refined  idea 
of  free  government,  the  social  dignity  and  conservatism  which  characterize 
the  Southern  mind  and  heart,  as  enthusiastically  as  those  of  their  Southern 


brethren  who  were  born  where  the  snows  never  fall.  They  offer  their 
brave  hearts  and  sturdy  arms  for  all  future  time  to  be  the  impregnable  de- 
fence of  the  most  dangerous  frontier.  They  will  cheerfully  bear  the  bur- 
den of  such  a  position  of  ever-beginning  and  never-ending  harassment. 
They  will  face  the  insolent  rivalry  of  Philadelphia  and  New  York,  and 
Baltimore  shall  trample  it  under  her  foot.  They  will  guard  the  approach- 
es to  the  Potomac  and  seal  up  the  gaps  of  the  Alleghanies.  They  will  se- 
cure to  you  the  full  control  of  the  glorious  Chesapeake,  whereupon  to  float 
the  future  navies  of  your  Confederacy.  They  will,  hand  in  hand  and  heart 
to  heart  with  Virginia,  stand  as  a  dreaded  sentinel  on  the  northernmost 
rampart  of  the  young  republic. 

Maryland  and  A^irginia  together  possess  the  Chesapeake  and  Potomac. 
They  jointly  hold  the  great  railroad  which  unites  Baltimore  city  to  Wheel- 
ing and  Parkersburg.  They  are  the  proprietors  of  the  wealth  of  the  Al- 
leghanies ;  the  boundless  coal-fields ;  the  stupendous  ship  timber ;  the  in- 
exhaustible beds  of  iron  ore.  They  have  the  same  soil  and  production  ; 
the  same  chmate,  mountains  and  valleys ;  the  same  great  water  courses 
and  water  powers;  the  same  popular  manners,  habits  and  energies,  and, 
we  may  say,  the  same  people ;  for  they  are  bound  closely  together  by  the 
ties  of  consanguinity  and  holy  wedlock.  "Whom  Grod  hath  joined  togeth- 
er, let  not  man  put  asunder  !" 

Blaryland  is  indispensable  to  '\''irginia  in  many  ways.  Without  the 
Eastern  Shore  of  Maryland,  how  would  you  hold  the  Eastern  Shore  of 
Virginia  ?  Without  Baltimore  city  and  its  great  railroad,  how  can  you 
make  it  the  interest  of  Western  Virginia  to  shake  oft'  the  foul  embrace  of 
the  invader  ?  That  public  work  is  essential  to  the  development  of  the 
wealth  of  the  mountain  counties,  and  the  manufacturing  industry  of 
Wheeling  is  but  the  handmaid  of  the  commercial  enterprise  of  Baltimore. 
To  give  up  Maryland  would  in  fact  be  to  assume  the  herculean  labor  of 
conquering  Northwestern  A^irginia  not  by  love  and  community  of  interest, 
but  by  the  red  vengeance  of  the  sword. 

But  why  should  I  address  such  arguments  to  the  venerable  State  which 
has  conducted  the  sons  of  freedom  in  two  revolutionary  struggles  for  inde- 
pendence ?  I  will  appeal  rather  to  her  magnanimous  love  of  all  that  is 
great  and  good,  and  to  her  generous  sympathy  for  those  who  are  "perse- 
cuted for  justice  sake."  I  cannot  doubt  that  Virginia  will  be  ever  true 
and  steadfast  in  supporting  the  cause  of  her  oppressed  sister. 

Maryland  is  also  of  priceless  importance  to  the  whole  South.  She  will 
bring  with  her  a  rich  dowry !  Her  vast  mineral  stores,  her  fertile  lands, 
salubrious  climate,  noble  waters,  and  stupendous  public  works,  are  so 
many  golden  streams  of  wealth  converging  to  the  greatest  of  all  the  South- 
ern cities.  She  will  add  nearly  a  million  to  the  population  of  the  Southern 
RepubUc — a  million  of  brave  men  and  fair  women  ! 

Here  again  I  cast  aside  every  appeal  to  interest,  and  will  rely  altogeth- 
er upon  the  high-hearted  instincts  of  honor  and  manhood  which  distinguish 
the  Southern  nation.  No  State  of  the  South  can  steel  its  soul  against  the 
land  of  Calvert  and  Carroll.  Marylanders  believe  that  such  are  the  senti- 
ments of  the  people  of  the  South,  and  that  they  will  inspire  and  direct  the 
policy  of  the  trusted  leaders  of  this  second  war  of  independence.  With 
this  strong  faith  in  our  hearts,  we  will  patiently  abide  the  decrees  of  Pro- 
vidence. 

I  have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant  and  friend, 

E.  LOUIS  LOWE. 

Hon.  James  L.  Kemper,  Speaker  House  of  Delegates  of  Virginia. 


ADDRESS 

OF 

GEORGE   N.   SANDERS 

TO  THE 

DEMOCRACY  0¥  THE  NORTHWEST. 


Nashville,  January  8,  1862. 

To  the  Democratic  M<i.rses  of  the  MinsiKsi/ipi    Valley,   North  : — 

Was  the  spirit  of  genuine  Republican  Liberty  burnt  out  of  you  by  the 
Wide-Awake  tires '?  Is  the  wine  of  your  blood  turned  to  water,  your  mus- 
cle to  blubber,  your  brain  to  pulp — -are  you  resolved  into  inorganic  matter, 
to  be  quickened  into  a  meaner  life  by  the  higher  law  inspiration  of  fana- 
tics and  usurpers?  If  of  y.nir  former  twelves,  and  the  historic  glories  of 
your  party,  memory  alone  remain,  you  must  stand  aghast  at  your  present 
imbecile  and  stultified  positit)n. 

By  your  freshly  chosen  delegates  at  your  county  towns,  at  your  State 
capitals,  at  Charleston,  at  Baltiiuore,  in  solemn  convention  assembled — by 
your  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress — by  your  meetings  in  mass 
everywhere,  by  yoiu-  representative  orators,  and  by  your  press,  you  pled- 
ged yourselves,  with  all  the  forms  known  to  civilization  giving  solemnity 
to  popular  action,  to  stand  by  your  allies  of  the  South  as  a  band  of  broth- 
ers. And  after  the  triumph  of  your  enemies,  the  enemies  of  constitution- 
al rights,  you  made  your  resolves  if  possible  still  more  earnest,  by  reitera- 
ting them  in  as  many  and  as  imposing  forms,  as  well  as  by  defiant  procla- 
mations to  the  Northern  Saracen,  that  he  would  have  to  trample  on  your 
sacrified  bodies  before  he  could  pass  on  to  Southern  soil.  And  are  these 
high  resolves  to  stand  for  naught  V 

I  look  to  you  alone,  pushing  aside  recreant  leaders,  to  preserve  to  your 
imfortunate  country  anything  of  constitutional  liberty  out  of  the  anarchy 
into  which  the  Lincoln  Government  has  thrown  your  Constitution,  laws 
and  trade.  The  men  you  most  honored  and  trusted  had  not,  with  a  few 
memorable  exceptions,  the  virtue  and  intelligence  to  resist  at  the  outset 
the  Lincoln  usurpation,  but  for  the  most  part  gave  way,  and  very  many 
strove  to  out-Herod  the  most  fanatical  Wide-Awakers  in  their  outrages  on 
the  Constitution  and  the  rights  of  the  people.  They  hoped  by  such  shal- 
low trickery  to  be  able  to  lead  ti)e  unlicensed  war  party  of  the  North. 

The  capitalists  and  self  styled  conservatives  of  your  great  Atlantic  cities 
have  betrayed  the  confidence  your  generosity  reposed  in  their  direction  of 
your  interests  in  the  late  Presidential  canvass.  These  mere  money-making 
machines  never  had  any  sympathy  with  or  appreciation  of  republican  liber- 
ty, and  it  is  not  surprising  that  they  rejoiced  at  the  fii'St  gleam  of  a  sword 
Government,  and  arrogantly  believe  that  if  their  ill-gotten  dollars  had  not 
suj05cient  power  to  subjugate  your  old  allies  and  co-disciples — the  States- 
Right  men  of  the  South — they  had  the  strength  to  establish  at  least  a  po- 
lice government  over  yourselves,  through  which  labor  would  become  abso- 
lutely the  bond-slave  of  capital.  "We  will  make  the  South  acknowledge 
that  we  have  a  government  over  her,  and  power  to  enforce  our  edicts,"  was 


the  concerted,  suppressive  cry  of  these  men  from  the  outset,  to  drown  your 
honest  voice  of  indignation.  And  while  the  only  practical  effect  of  this 
Wall  street  war-whoop  has  been  to  make  yourselves  feel  the  iron  heel  of 
the  worst  of  military  despotisms,  the  power  of  your  Union  is  neither  felt 
nor  respected  beyond  the  military  lines  of  the  rail-splitting  Generals. 

In  this  the  Northern  Republican  managers  have  proved  the  weakest 
and  most  supercihous  agents  that  ever  before  directed  State  att'airs.  There 
is  not  another  government  or  people  on  the  earth  that  would  not  have  lis- 
tened to  such  a  protest  as  came  up  from  the  South,  by  State  action  and  by 
their  Senators  and  Representatives  in  Congress. 

The  madmen  wanted  to  exhibit  to  the  world  a  strong,  unbending,  un- 
compromising Government,  capable  of  asserting  and  maintaining  its  power 
everywhere  in  these  States,  as  if  they  would  excel  in  this  particular  a?  a 
model,  the  Governments  of  Russia  and  Austria.  Blinded  and  maddened 
by  the  mere  waving  of  a  flag,  as  a  bull  by  the  bandera  of  the  matador, 
you  swell  the  crafty  contractor's  armies,  unthinking  that  you  are  the  vic- 
tims of  a  system  that  is  sapping  your  political  rights.  You  have  but  to 
open  your  eyes  to  see  that  this  is  a  war  of  capital  against  iabor.  Reckon 
the  high  rate  of  interest  and  the  downward  prices  of  everything  that  labor 
produces,  and  you  will  soon  comprehend  that  you  are  in  danger  of  becom- 
ing the  powerless  Sampsons  of  the  money-shaving  Delilahs. 

Contrast  your  present  condition  with  what  it  would  have  been  had  the 
Republican  managers  listened  to  the  warning  voice  of  the  Soutli.  As 
splendid  as  was  the  year  1860,  '61  would  have  rivalled  it,  and  '62  with  its 
three  or  four  hundred  millions  of  cotton,  tobacco,  sugar,  rice,  and  naval 
stores,  would  have  made  you  the  richest  and  most  independent  nation 
known  to  commerce ;  and  to-day  the  balance  sheet  of  the  money  changers 
of  the  world  would  be  kept  in  New  York. 

In  the  entire  South  you  see  scarcely  any  manufactures,  except  from 
Northern  workshops.  European  wares  are  almost  unknown  because  of  the 
Federal  prohibitory  tariffs.  Wait  but  a  nation's  hour  ;  the  blockade  opens, 
and  these  things  are  all  reversed.  Our  less  shackled  trade  with  Europe 
wiU  ot  once  swell  our  exports  to  five  hundred  millions  of  dollars,  and  our 
warehouses  will  become  the  depots  of  luxuries  and  substantial  productions 
of  the  world,  at  prices  within  the  reach  of  moderate  but  well  paid  labor. 
You  will  thus  be  able  to  furnish  yourselves  by  the  "Father  of  Waters"  with 
the  world's  choicest  productions  at  twenty-five  per  cent,  less  than  the 
Yankees  now  charge  you  under  the  Morrill  Tariff. 

You  have  immense  supplies  of  breadstuffs,  meat,  and  provisions,  at  pre- 
sent of  little  value  to  you  ;  wisdom  might  suggest  the  retention  and  ware- 
housing of  these  supplies  along  the  Ohio  valley  to  await  our  rich  markets 
soon  to  be  open  to  you.  I  clip  from  a  Nashville  morning  paper  the  prices 
current  of  a  few  leading  articles  : 

Bacon  -  -  -  -  25  cts.  per  lb. 

Pork       -  -  -  -  -       10      "       " 

Flour  -  -  .  -  $8.00  per  bbl. 

Wheat     -----         1.40  per  bus. 

Whiskey  -  -  -  -  1.00  per  gal. 

Leather  -  -  -  -       75  cts.  per  lb. 

Potatoes  -  -  -  -  $1.00  per  bus. 

New  Orleans,  28th  Dec. 
Pork,  mess  .  -  .  .         $44  per  bbl. 

Beef  -  -  -  -  30     "     " 

Flour  -  -  -  -  10     "     " 

Potatoes  -  -  -  -  5     "     •' 

Pig  Iron  -  -  -  -  40     "  ton. 

Look  at  your  own  prices  current  and  see  what  you  are  paying  for  cotton, 


tobacco,  sugar,  rice,  and  naval  stores,  and  reflect  that  we  have  on  hand  of 
these  staple  articles,  at  the  prices  you  are  now  paying,  at  least  seven  hun- 
dred millions  value  to  exchange  with  you.  For  the  abstract  idea  of  the 
negro's  equality  to  a  responsibility  to  which  they  hud  themselves  unequal, 
the  Wide-A wakes  wantonly  destroy  a  system  that  gave  them  a  monopoly 
of  all  this  trade,  and  of  other  great  advantages  ;  thus  sealing  their  own  in- 
capability uf  conducting  the  affairs  uf  any  Government. 

Whatever  the  future  of  the  South  may  be,  the  fanatical  Puritan  will  be 
forever  cut  oft  from  a  voice  in  her  councils.  History  must  record  the  fact 
that  the  Abolitiouized  Puritan  and  German  broke  up  the  Government  of 
Washuigton.  To  such  men  the  privilege  of  the  elective  franchise  should 
never  be  extended. 

The  wholesale  abandonment  of  State  and  individual  rights  by  your  rep- 
resentative men,  cieatus  doubt  as  to  whether  there  is  sufficient  virtue  and 
intelligence  left  among  the  Northern  people  to  enable  them  to  make  the 
efl^brt  to  restore  tlieir  Government  to  its  original  character.  It  will,  how- 
ev(^r,  soon  be  in  the  power  of  the  people  of  the  Ohio  Valley  by  bold  revo- 
lutionary acts  to  tear  themselves  frum  the  Lincoln  iniquity. 

Organize  I  organize  for  revolution.  Form  clubs  in  every  neighborhood, 
whether  you  have  associated  action  or  not.  Let  your  first  objects  be  to 
prevent  enlistments  and  contributions  to  the  army  of  the  usurpers,  to  elect 
one  of  your  number  to  all  of  your  municipal  State  and  Federal  offices  with- 
in your  gift.  Sunnuer  will  not  open  upon  you  before  giving  you  the  op- 
portunity. Be  readv  to  ri.^e  as  our  invincible  armies  advance.  Vindicate 
your  trampled  manhijod  by  the  overthrow  of  the  usurpers,  and  prove  your- 
selves worthy  a  place  in  civilized  communities. 

The  Southern  slopes  of  Illinois,  Indiana  and  Ohio,  fighting  side  by  side 
with  Kentucky,  Missouri,  Arkansas,  Mississippi  and  Louisiana,  all  of  the 
valley  of  the  5lississippi  for  the  Right,  will  re-establish  much  that  has  been 
lost  by  trading  leaders,  and  the  madness  of  the  hour.  The  North  will  be- 
come so  dismantled  before  the  close  of  the  war,  that  the  people  along  the 
border  will  have  the  power  and  may  determine  to  change  the  line  between 
the  free  and  slave  States — in  this  way  dissipated  rights  may  be  entirely 
restored  to  a  part  of  your  territory. 

But  there  can  be  no  place  for  any  portion  of  you  in  this  Confederacy 
without  the  thorough  approval  and  hearty  adoption  of  the  Constitution  of 
the  Confederate  States  :  which  is  but  a  more  open  expression  of  the  Fed- 
eral Constitution  as  always  interpreted  by  Jefferson  and  Madison. 

Had  the  Northern  people  been  true  to  the  institutions  of  the  fathers  of 
democracy  ;  had  the  doctrines  of  the  Kentucky  Resolutions  of  '98  been 
the  rule  of  action  instead  of  merely  the  subjects  of  rhetorical  flourish,  pro- 
bably no  cause  for  separation  would  ever  had  existed.  But  the  long  fes- 
tering corruption  in  the  political  condition  of  the  North,  the  moral  fever  of 
the  disorganizing,  agrarian,  family-breaking  doctrines  which  have  been 
seduously  poured  into  her  social  system,  was  obliged  to  work  its  way 
through  the  flesh  of  the  body  politic,  laying  it  before  the  astonished  world 
a  hideous  deformity,  a  helpless  hulk. 

The  independence  of  the  State  is  the  only  safeguard  against  the  central- 
izing and  despotic  in.stincts  of  the  General  Government,  the  only  solution 
of  the  great  question  of  successfully  combining  the  diverse  interests,  dif- 
ferent political  institutions,  varieties  of  climate  and  production  of  vast  ter- 
ritories, into  a  vigorous  national  unity,  consistent  with  the  preservation  of 
the  liberties  of  the  citizens.  Fidelity  to  citizens'  rights  is  always  the  test 
of  the  health  of  a  Republic.  "I  am  a  Roman  citizen  I"  was  the  proudest 
boast  of  the  sons  of  the  Eternal  City  in  the  days  of  her  majesty  and  purity. 
"1  am  an  American  citizen  1"  had  become  almost  equal  in  magic,  over  a 
greater  world  than  the  Roman  dreamed  of.  "Sovereign  citizen"  is  there- 
fore no  exaggerated  expression.     By   honorable  adherence  to  these  rights 
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shall  a  nation  ever  preserve  itself  from  lawless  innovations  of  crude  and 
evil  minds,  shall  invigorate  its  system  with  the  essence  of  an  everlasting 
youth,  shall  be  more  and  more  prepared  for  the  highest  forms  of  political 
power. 

It  is  the  more  faithful  recognition  of  citizens'  rights  that  gives  the  South 
the  soundness  and  strength  over  the  North  which,  in  this  hour  of  precipi- 
tate trial,  has  astonished  Europe  and  America,  and  no  one  more  than  the 
evil-eyed  disorganizers  among  yourselves,  who  prophecied  with  demoniac 
glee  the  destruction  of  Southern  homes  by  internal  eruption. 

As  there  never  was  so  wicked  a  war  waged  by  any  Government  as  this 
of  the  Wide-Awake  Cabinet  against  the  people  of  the  South,  so,  in  merited 
retribution,  no  Grovernment  ever  fell  so  rapidly  from  political  power  and 
reputation  as  that  of  the  dis-United  States.  The  English  Grovernment,  if 
it  were  tyrannical  against  the  American  colonies,  was  at  least  dignified  at 
home.  The  French  revolution  was  holy  in  comparison  with  this  abolition 
crusade  both  by  its  multiplied  and  awful  provocations  and  by  its  aims,  tor. 
though  blindly  directed,  it  heroically  struck  out  for  citizens'  rights,  while 
the  North  is  basely,  madly,  trampling  them  under  foot. 

This  day  was  made  holy  nearly  half  a  century  ago  by  the  flow  of  South- 
ern blood  in  defence  of  neutral  rights.  To-day  the  truckUng  traitors  to 
the  Constitution  of  the  once  United  States,  stultifying  the  nation's  historic 
policy  by  a  brigand  violation  of  those  acknowledged  international  rights, 
have  been  driven  to  a  merited  humiliation,  and  at  this  hour,  the  once 
haughty  flag  which  received  its  immortal  baptism  in  Southern  song  is  trail- 
ing in  the  dust  before  a  jeering  world.  The  Nemesis  of  Destiny  will  yet 
snatch  from  their  desecrated  hands  the  '  'star-spangled  banner"  and  all  its 
heraldic  glories. 

GEO.  N.  SANDERS. 


THE    AMEmCAM    FLAG 

As  regarded  by  the  New  York  Tribune,  "at  least  up  to  the  fall  of 
Sumter,  that  crisis  which  brought  to  some  men  wisdom,  but  to  others 
only  discretion." 

From,  the  New  York  Tribune, 

All  hail  the  flaunting  lie  I 

The  stars  grow  pale  and  dim; 
The  stripes  are  bloody  scars — 

A  Lie  the  vaunting  hymn. 
It  shields  a  pirate's  deck. 

It  binds  a  man  in  chains, 
It  yokes  the  captive's  neck, 

And  wipes  the  bloody  stains. 

Tear  down  the  flaunting  Lie  ! 

Half-mast  the  starry  nag  1 
Insult  no  sunny  sky 

With  hate's  polluted  rag  I 
Destroy  it  ye  who  can  ! 

Deep  sink  it  in  the  waves  I 
It  bears  a  fellow-man 

To  groan  with  fellow-slaves. 

Furl,  Furl  the  boasted  Lie ! 

Till  Freedom  lives  again, 
To  rule  once  more  in  truth 

Among  untrammelled  men. 
Roll  up  the  starry  sheen. 

Conceal  its  bloody  stains: 
For  in  its  folds  are  seen 

The  stamp  of  rustling  chains. 


GOV.  LETCHER'S  MESSAGE 

TO  THE 

VIlKxlNlA    LEGISLATURE. 


Executive  Department,  Jau.  6,  18()2. 
Gentlemen  of  the  Seaide  and  House  of  Delegates  : 

I  received  from  his  P^xeelleney  Joseph  E.  Brown,  Coveruor  of  thf  State 
of  Georgia,  a  cominunieatiou  enclosing  joint  resuhitiuns  adopted  by  the 
Legislature  of  that  State,  and  approved  December  11,  l!^t)l.  These  reso- 
lutions relate  to  matters  of  the  first  impoi-tanee,  and  they  command  my 
cordial  approbation.  They  declare  the  sentiment  of  the  Southern  Confed- 
eracy, and  will  be  enthusiastically  responded  to  by  the  people  of  all  classes, 

In  communicating  these  resolutions  to  the  General  Assembly,  I  embrace 
the  opportunity  to  fidl  up  a  hiatus  in  the  history  of  the  State  growing  out 
of  her  changed  relations.  \'irginia  dissolved  her  connection  with  the  gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  on  the  17th  day  of  April  last,  having  watch- 
ed closely  the  political  conduct  of  President  Lincoln  and  his  Cabinet  from 
the  4th  day  of  March  preceding.  A  large  portion  of  our  people  believed, 
from  the  revelations  of  his  inaugural  message,  that  he  designed  to  subju- 
gate the  South,  and  much  of  his  ])olicy,  as  developed  in  the  tii-st  six  weeks 
of  his  administration,  tended  to  confirm  and  strengthen  this  belief.  The 
appearance  of  his  proclamation,  however,  calling  on  A'irginia  and  other 
States  for  volunteers,  removed  all  doubts,  and  made  it  plain  and  palpable 
that  subjugation  was  his  object.  He  had  revealed  his  purpo.se,  by  the  is- 
sue of  his  proclamation,  to  use  Virginians,  if  possible,  in  coercing  their 
Southern  slaveholding  brethren  into  submission  to  his  will  and  obedience 
to  his  government  and  authority.  ^'irginia,  seeing  that  the  only  hope  of 
preserving  her  rights  and  honor  as  a  State  and  the  liberties  of  her  people 
consisted  in  dissolving  her  connection  with  the  government  of  the  United 
States  and  resuming  her  sovereignty,  adopted  that  course,  and  subsequent- 
ly determined  to  unite  her  destiny  with  her  Southern  sisters.  She  did  so; 
and  her  Convention,  being  at  the  time  in  session,  adopted  such  ordinances 
and  regulations  as  were  necessary  to  protect  her  citizens  against  the  ma- 
chinations of  enemies  at  home  and  the  encroachments  of  enemies  from 
abroad. 

Events  that  have  transpired  since  the  17th  day  of  April  last  have  more 
than  confirmed  the  worst  apprehensions  of  the  people  of  Virginia,  and  have 
furnished  an  ample  and  complete  justification  for  the  secession  of  the  State. 
All  the  wicked  results  apprehended  when  she  seceded  have  been  fearfully 
realized,  and  they  now  constitute  an  important  chapter  in  the  history  of  the 
stirring  times  in  which  we  live. 

Such  were  the  considerations  that  influenced  and  determined  the  action 
of  Virginia. 

I  now  propose  to  show  that  while  President  Lincoln  professes  to  have 
inaugurated  this  war  for  preservation  and  perpetuation  of  the  constitution 
in  its  spirit  and  letter,  he  has  violated  in  the  most  direct  manner  many  of 
its  most  important  provisions.  I  propose,  in  the  next  place,  to  compare 
his  conduct  with  the  conduct  of  George  the  Third,  and  to  prove,  by  refer- 
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ence  to  the  Declaratiiin  of  Independence,  that  most  of  his  acts  have  been 
identical  with  those  denounced  by  our  forefatliers  as  justifiable  grounds  for 
our  separation  frojji  the  mother  country. 

The  war  which  has  been  waged  against  us  by  President  Lincoln  is  the 
most  unnatural,  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  most  disgraceful  that  has  ever 
occurred.  VVe  are  struggling  for  our  rights  and  liberties,  for  the  protec- 
tion of  persons  and  property,  and  fur  the  preservation  of  the  honor  and  in- 
stitutions of  the  Soutli.  The  ruthless  assault  that  has  been  made  upon  us 
and  the  unjustifiable  attempt  to  submission  present  a  must  extraordinary 
spectacle  in  the  eyes  of  the  civilized  wurld. 

^^'hen  a  Secretary  of  War  can  quietly  seat  himself  at  his  desk  and  cool- 
ly, calmly  and  deliberately  commit  to  paper  a  recommendation  to  arm  the 
slaves  of  the  Southern  States,  place  them  in  the  field  and  incite  them  to 
hustility  to  their  masters  and  the  destruction  of  their  families,  what  ex- 
treme may  we  not  reasonably  anticipate  from  an  administration  that  retains 
such  an  official  in  its  service?  When  an  administration  can  go  to  work  to 
destroy  poi-ts  in  States  over  which  they  claim  to  have  jurisdiction  by  sink- 
ing obstructions  in  the  channels  of  our  rivers  and  harbors  (a  policy  un- 
heard of  auKjng  civilized  nations),  what  enormity  may  we  not  be  prepared 
to  expect  ? 

President  Lincoln  and  his  Cabinet  have  annulled  the  constitution,  have 
suspended  the  writ  uf  habeas  corpus,  and  have  declared  mai'tial  law  with- 
out constitutional  warrant,  but  iu  defiance  of  it.  Representative  govern- 
ment has  ceased  to  command  their  respect,  and  the  direct  tendency  now  in 
what  remains  of  the  late  United  States  government  is  inevitably  towards 
consolidation  and  despotism.  Passion  and  prejudice,  avarice  and  selfish- 
ness, malignity  and  meanness  have  controlled  their  action  and  directed 
their  efforts  against  us. 

Having  presented  these  general  views,  I  now  present  specifications 
showing  in  what  particulars  the  constitution  has  been  violated.  Some  of 
these  .specifications  show  violations  anterior  to  the  secession  of  Virginia  ; 
others  show  violations  equally  palpable  subsequent  to  her  secession. 

In  the  preamble  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  our  forefathers 
declared  that  the  purpose  and  objects  they  had  in  view  in  the  formation 
of  the  government,  and  those  purpo.ses  and  objects  were  "to  establish  jus- 
tice, insure  dtmiestic  tranquility,  provide  for  the  common  defence,  promote 
the  general  welfare,  and  secure  the  blessings  of  liberty,"  to  themselves 
and  their  jiusterity.  The  government  has  been  so  administered  and  direct- 
ed as  to  defeat  all  these  purposes  and  objects.  Justice  has  not  been  estab- 
lished, nor  is  it  respected  by  President  Lincoln  and  his  Cabinet.  Domes- 
tic trancjuility  has  not  been  insured,  but  domestic  disturbance  has  been  in- 
augurated and  encouraged.  The  common  defence  has  not  been  provided 
for,  but  Northern  aiuis  have  been  levelled  at  Southern  breasts,  and  the 
welfare  of  our  people  has  been  totally  disregarded.  The  blessings  of  lib- 
erty have  nut  been  secured  to  us,  but  we  have  found  the  federal  authori- 
ties exerting  all  their  power  and  using  all  the  means  at  their  command  to 
reduce  the  Southern  people  to  abject  submission  to  Northern  numbers. 

President  Lincoln  and  his  Cabinet  have  wilfully  and  deliberately  pro- 
posed to  violate  every  provision  of  the  third  section  of  the  fourth  article  of 
the  constitution,  which  each  of  them  solemnly  swore  or  affirmed,  in  the 
presence  of  Almighty  Uod,  "to  preserve,  protect  and  defend."  That  sec- 
tion is  in  these  words : 

"New  States  may  be  admitted  b}^  the  Congress  into  this  Union ;  but  no 
new  State  shall  be  formed  or  erected  within  the  juiisdiction  of  any  other 
State,  nor  any  State  formed  by  the  junction  of  two  or  more  States  or  parts 
of  States,  without  the  consent  of  the  Legislatures  of  the  States  concerned 
as  well  as  of  the  Congress." 
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They  have  deliberate!}'  proposed  to  annex  certain  counties  in  Maryland 
to  Virginia,  and  thus  funii  the  now  State  of  Kanawha,  within  the  jurisdic- 
tion of  Virginia,  without  the  eousont  of  the  Legislatures  of  those  States 
and  of  Congress.  They  have  proposed  to  take  the  fouf  counties  lying  in 
the  Pan  H:iiidli'  from  Virginia  and  attach  them  to  Pennsylvania,  without 
the  consent  of  the  Ijegislaturt'S  of  the  States  interested  and  of  Congress. 
They  have  proposed  to  join  the  eastern  counties  of  Virginia  to  Maryland, 
and  thus  make  a  new  State  by  the  junction  of  parts  of  two  States,  without 
the  consent  of  the  Legislatuit-s  of  those  States  and  of  Congres.'-.  These 
propositions  present  a  most  plain  and  glaring  violation  of  the  constitution, 
and  evidence  an  intensity  of  malignity  towards  Virginia  and  Virginians 
without  j)arallel  in  the  history  of  the  I'nited  States. 

The  first  amendment  to  the  Constitution  declares  "  that  Congress  shall 
make  no  law  abridging  the  freedom  of  speech  or  of  the  press."  President 
Lincoln  and  his  Cabinet  have  wilfully  disregarded  the  spirit  of  this  article. 
Numerous  instances  could  be  cited  to  prove  that  the  solemnities  of  an  oath 
have  not  restrained  them  in  their  etlbrts  to  abridge  "  the  freedom  of 
speech"  and  to  •'  muzzle  the  press  "  The  numberless  arrests  made  by 
them  in  Western  and  Eastern  Virginia,  in  Kentucky,  in  Missouri,  in 
Maryland,  in  Washington  city,  and  also  in  the  free  States,  when  nothing 
more  was  charged  against  the  parties  arrested  than  the  declaration  of  their 
opinion  in  condemnation  of  the  policy  of  President  Lincoln  and  his  Cabi- 
net, show  that  freedom  of  speech  is  not  tolerated  by  them.  The  notorious 
fact  that  papers  have  been  suppressed  in  New  Fork,  Philadelphia,  and 
elsewhere,  by  the  exercise  of  Executive  power,  fully  attests  a  scandalous 
usurpation  for  the  destruction  of  the  independence  of  the  press. 

The  President  and  his  Cabinet,  and  the  military  officers  under  their 
direction  and  control,  have  violated  the  fourth  article  of  the  amendment  to 
the  constitution,  which  guarantees  "the  rights  of  the  people  to  be  secure 
in  their  persons,  houses,  papers,  and  effects,  against  unreasonable  searches 
and  seizures,"  and  declares  that  it  "  shall  not  be  violated."  This  article 
has  been  habitually  disregarded,  and  every  observant  man  will  call  to 
mind  numerous  instances  of  the  violation — the  results  of  suspicion  merely. 

He  and  his  Cabinet  have  violated,  and  deliberately  and  wilfully,  the 
fifth  article  of  the  amendments  to  the  constitution,  which  is  in  these 
words : — 

"  No  person  shall  be  held  to  answer  for  a  capital  or  otherwise  infamous 
crime  unless  on  a  presentment  or  indictment  of  a  grand  jury,  except  in 
cases  arising  in  the  land  or  naval  forces  or  in  the  militia,  when  in  actual 
service  in  time  of  war  or  public  danger ;  nor  shall  any  person  be  subject 
for  the  same  offense  to  be  twice  put  in  jeopardy  of  life  and  limb  ;  nor  shall 
be  compelled  in  any  criminal  ease  to  be  a  witness  against  himself;  nor  be 
deprived  ef  life,  liberty  or  property  without  due  process  of  law  ;  nor  shall 
private  property  be  taken  for  public  use  without  just  compensation." 

Without  a  presentment  or  indictment  of  a  grand  jury,  they  have,  on 
mere  suspicion  of  crime,  caused  men  and  women  to  be  arrested  and  con- 
fined under  strong  guards,  and  have  detained  them  for  weeks  and  months. 
They  have  prostituted  the  telegraph  to  their  use,  for  the  purpose  of  com- 
municating orders  for  the  arrest  of  suspected  persons,  repudiating  all  those 
safeguards  which  the  law  has  wisely  thrown  around  the  citizen  for  his 
protection.  Desolation  has  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  the  federal  army. 
Neither  life,  liberty  nor  property  has  been  respected  by  them.  They  have 
murdered  many  of  the  best  citizens  of  the  country,  they  have  incarcerated 
othere  in  jails  and  forts,  and  they  have  seized  and  appropriated  private 
property  to  public  use  without  just  compensation  to  the  owner. 

He  and  his  Cabinet  have  disregarded  the  injunctions  of  the  sixth  article 
of  the  amendments  to  the  constitution,  not  less  flagrantly  than  those  to 
which  I  have  referred.     That  article  declares: — 
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"In  all  criminal  prosecutions  the  accused  shall  enjoy  the  right  to  a 
speedy  and  public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury  of  the  State  and  district 
wherein  the  crime  shall  have  been  committed,  which  district  shall  have 
been  previously  ascertained  by  law,  and  to  be  informed  of  the  natiu'e  and 
cause  of  the  accusation,  to  be  confrunted  with  the  witnesses  against  him, 
to  have  compulsory  process  for  obtaining  witnesses  in  his  favor,  and  to 
have  the  assistance  of  counsel  for  his  defence." 

He  and  his  Cabinet  have  seized  large  numbers  of  our  citizens ;  with- 
drawn them  from  their  homes,  their  faiuilies  and  their  business  ;  cast  them 
into  loathsome  prisons ;  refused  to  inform  them  of  the  cause  and  nature  of 
the  accusation  against  them  ;  denied  to  them  the  riglit  and  opportunity  of 
consultation  with  friends  or  counsel,  and  have  withheld  from  them  a  speedy 
and  public  trial  by  an  impartial  jury.  They  would  neither  confront  them 
with  the  witnesses  against  them,  nor  could  they  allow  them  to  have  com- 
pulsory process  f(jr  obtaining  witnesses  in  their  favor. 

The  conduct  of  President  Lincoln  has  been  as  oppressive  and  tyrannical 
towards  the  Confederate  States  as  the  acts  of  the  King  of  Great  Britain, 
which  ciiused  our  first  Revolution,  were  towards  the  colonies.  The  com- 
parison cannot  fail  to  make  its  impression  upon  the  mind  even  of  the 
casual  observer. 

President  Lincoln  has  plundered  the  public  trea.sury,  and  has  delivered 
at  least  forty  thou.-^aud  dollars  to  Pierpont  to  enable  him  and  his  traitorous 
associates  in  the  Commonwealth  of  Virginia  to  overthrow  the  State  Grov- 
ernment,  and  to  organize  within  the  limits  of  this  State  a  new  Govern- 
ment. He  has  thus  been  guilty  of  the  unprincipled  conduct  of  using  the 
people's  money  to  lavish  upon  traitors  and  encourage  them  to  perseverance 
in  their  work  of  treason. 

To  this  end  "  he  has  affected  to  render  the  military  independent  of  and 
superior  to  the  civil  power." 

He  has  combined  with  Pierpont  and  other  traitors  in  Virginia  "to 
subject  us  to  a  jurisdiction  foreign  to  our  constitution  and  unacknowledged 
by  our  laws,  giving  his  assent  to  their  acts  of  pretended  legislation." 

He  is  endeavoring  to  quarter  "  large  bodies  of  armed  troops  amongst 
us." 

He  is  endeavoring  to  cut  off  "our  trade  with  all  parts  of  the  world." 

He  is  endeavoring  to  impose  "  taxes  upon  us  without  our  consent." 

He  is  endeavoring  to  deprive  us,  "  in  many  cases,  of  the  benefits  of 
trial  by  jury." 

"  He  has  abdicated  government  here  by  declaring  us  out  of  his  protec- 
tion and  waging  war  against  us." 

"  He  has  plundered  our  seas,  ravaged  our  coasts,  burned  our  towns, 
and  destroyed  the  Uves  of  our  people." 

' '  He  is  at  this  time  transporting  large  bodies  of  mercenaries  to  complete 
the  work  of  death,  desolation  and  tyranny  already  begun  with  circum- 
stances of  cruelty  and  perfidy  scarcely  parallelled  in  the  most  barbarous 
ages,  and  totally  unworthy  the  head  of  a  civilized  nation." 

He  has  endeavored  to  excite  domestic  insui-rections  amongst  us  by  pro- 
posing to  put  arms  in  the  hands  of  our  slaves,  and  thereby  encouraging 
them  to  "an  undistinguished  destruction  of  all  ages,  sexes  and  condition." 

He  has  violated  laws  human  and  divine  to  gratify  his  passions,  to  glut 
his  prejudices,  and  to  wreak  his  vengeance  upon  a  people  who  ask  only 
their  rights  and  who  are  struggling  to  preserve  their  liberties.  Can  a 
government  conducted  upon  such  principles  endure  ? 

In  every  stage  of  these  oppressions,  attempted  or  consummated,  prior 
to  the  secession  to  the  State,  we  warned  President  Lincoln  and  the  North- 
ern people  of  the  inevitable  consequences  of  their  course,  and  admonished 
them  that  if  justice  was  not  accorded  to  us,  the  Union  must  be  dissolved. 
In  every  state  of  these  oppressions  since  the  secession  of  the  State,  we 
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have  resisted  them  as  became  a  free  people  asserting  their  independence. 
Our  admonitions  and  resistance  have  been  answered  by  repeated  injury 
and  oppression,  aggravated  by  war  and  bh)odshed  and  by  the  assumption 
and  exercise  of  power  which  even  an  autocrat  would  hesitate  to  assume 
and  exercise.  A  President  "whose  character  is  thus  marked  by  every 
act  which  may  define  a  tyrant  is  unfit  to  be  a  ruler  of  a  free  people." 
I  have  thus  presented  : — 

1.  The  considerations  that  influenced  and  controlled  the  action  of  Vir- 
ginia in  separating  herself  from  the  government  of  the  United  States  and 
resuming  her  sovereignty. 

2.  The  results  which  President  Lincoln's  policy  gave  us  fearful  reason 
to  apprehend,  and  which  are  now  matters  of  history  stamped  indelibly  upon 
its  pages.  In  these  I  enumerate  its  repeated  violations  of  a  constitution 
which  he  had  solemnly  sworn  to  support. 

3.  I  have  run  a  parallel  between  the  conduct  of  President  Lincoln  and 
George  the  Third,  and  have  demonstrated  that  the  former  has  shown  him- 
self not  less  a  tyrant  and  usurper  than  the  latter. 

The  constitution  of  the  United  States  has  had  no  binding  efficacy  upon 
us  since  the  17th  day  of  April  last.  On  that  day  we  repudiated  it,  and 
declared  to  the  world  that  we  would  not  be  longer  bound  by  its  provisions. 
From  that  day  Virginia  dates  a  new  era.  Her  own  constitution,  her 
laws  and"  her  ordinances  constituted  the  rule  for  her  guidance  from  that 
day  forward  until  her  union  with  the  Confederate  States  was  consummated. 
While  she  occupied  a  position  as  an  independent  State  she  deported  her- 
self with  the  grace  and  dignity  that  became  "  the  mother  of  States ;"  after 
her  union  with  the  Confederate  (xovernment  she  fulfilled  her  obligations 
faithfully  in  her  new  relation. 

The  occurrences  of  the  past  nine  months  have  demonstrated  conclusively 
that  we  cannot  live  together  as  equals  under  the  government  of  the  United 
States;  and  the  habitual  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  constitution, 
and  the  open  disregard  of  the  laws  by  President  Lincoln  and  his  officials, 
render  governmental  association  between  us  impossible.  Mutual  respect 
between  the  citizens  of  the  Southern  Confederacy  and  those  of  the  North 
has  ceased  to  exist.  Mutual  confidence  has  been  succeeded  by  mutual 
(li^*trust,  and  mutual  good  will  by  mutual  aversion.  No  government  can 
be  enduring  which  does  not  possess  the  afi^ection  and  respect  of  the  o^ov- 
erued.  It  cannot  be  that  the  people  of  the  Confederate  States  can  again 
entertain  a  feeling  of  affection  and  respect  for  the  government  of  the 
United  States.  We  have,  therefore,  separated  from  thcra,  and  now  let  it 
be  understood  that  the  separation  "  is  and  ought  to  be  final  and  irrevo- 
cable"— that  Virginia  will,  under  no  circumstances,  entertain  any  propo- 
sition from  any  quarter  which  may  have  for  its  object  a  restoration  or 
reconstruction  of  the  late  Union  on  any  terms  and  conditions  whatever. 

We  must  be  content  with  nothing  less  than  the  uniiualificd  recoo'nition 
of  the  independence  of  the  Southern  Confederacy  and  its  nationality,  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States;  and  to  this  end  we  must  meet  the 
issue  they  have  tendered  to  us  with  spirit,  energy  and  determination,  and 
with  a  firm  resolve  on  the  part  of  each  of  the  Confederate  States  that 
everything  shall  be  done  that  may  be  necessary  to  ensure  the  triumph  of 
our  arms  and  tlius  secure  our  liberty  and  independence  for  the  South. 

In  conclusion,  I  reconunend  that  before  your  adjournment  this  day,  you 
reaffirm,  by  solemn  vote  in  each  house,  the  resolutions  adopted  by  the 
General  Assembly  of  Georgia.  The  Empire  State  of  the  South  has 
spoken ;  let  not  "  the  Mother  of  States"  remain  silent  on  a  subject  of  so 
much  significance  and  importance  to  the  Southern  Confederacy. 

Respectfully, 

JOHN    LETCHER. 
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MESSAGE    OF    JEFFERSON    DAVIS. 

To  the   Congress  of  the   Confederate  States  : 

The  few  weeks  which  have  elapsed  since  your  adjournment  have  brouprht  me  so 
near  the  close  of  the  year,  that  we  are  now  able  to  sum  up  its  general  results.  The 
retrospect  is  such  as  should  fill  the  hearts  of  our  people  with  gratitude  to  Providence 
for  His  kind  interposition  in  their  behalf.  Abundant  yields  have  rewarded  the  labor 
of  the  agriculturist,  whilst  the  manufacturing  industry  of  the  Confederate  States  was 
never  so  prosperous  as  now.  The  necessities  of  the  times  have  called  into  existence 
new  branches  of  manufactures,  and  given  a  fresh  impulse  to  the  activity  of  those 
heretofore  in  operation.  The  means  of  the  Confederate  States  for  manufacturing  the 
necessaries  and  comforts  of  life  within  themselves  increases  as  the  conflict  continues, 
and  we  are  gradually  becoming  independent  of  the  rest  of  the  world  for  the  supply 
of  such  military  stores  and  munitions  as  are  indispensable  for  war. 

The  operations  of  the  army,  soon  to  be  partially  interrupted  by  the  approaching 
winter,  have  afforded  a  protection  to  the  country  and  shed  a  lustre  upon  its  arms 
through  the  trying  vicissitudes  of  more  than  an  arduous  campaign,  which  entitle  our 
brave  volunteers  to  our  praise  and  our  gratitude. 

From  its  commencement  up  to  the  present  period  the  war  has  been  constantly 
enlarging  its  proportions  and  expanding  its  boundaries,  so  as  to  include  new  fields. 
The  conflict  now  extends  from  the  shores  of  the  Chesapeake  to  the  confines  of  Mis- 
souri and  Arizona;  yet  sudden  calls  from  the  remotest  points  for  military  aid  have 
been  met  with  promptness  enough  not  only  to  avert  disaster  in  the  face  of  superior 
numbers,  but  also  to  roll  back  the  tide  of  invasion  from  the  border. 

When  the  war  commenced,  the  enemy  were  possessed  of  certain  strategic  points 
and  strong  places  within  the  Confederate  States.  They  greatly  exceeded  us  in  num- 
bers, in  available  resources,  aud  in  the  supplies  necessary  for  war.  Military  estab- 
lishments had  been  long  organized,  and  were  complete ;  the  navy,  and  for  the  most 
part,  the  army,  once  common  to  both,  were  in  their  possession.  To  meet  all  this  we 
had  to  create  not  only  an  army  in  the  face  of  war  itself,  but  also  the  military  estab- 
lishments necessary  to  equip  and  place  it  in  the  field  It  ought,  indeed,  to  be  a 
subject  of  congratulation  that  the  spirit  of  the  volunteers  and  the  patriotism  of  the 
people  have  enabled  us,  under  Providence  to  grapple  successfully  with  these  difficulties. 
A  succession  of  glorious  victories  at  Bethel,  Bull  Run,  Manassas,  Springfield, 
Lexington,  Leesburg  and  Belmont,  has  checked  the  wicked  invasion  which  greed  of 
gain  and  the  unhallowed  lust  of  power  brought  upon  our  soil,  and  has  proved  that 
numbers  cease  to  avail  when  directed  against  a  people  fighting  for  the  sacred  right  of 
self-government  and  the  privileges  of  freedom. 

After  more  than  seven  months  of  war,  the  enemy  have  not  only  failed  to  extend 
their  occupancy  of  our  soil,  but  new  States  and  Territories  have  been  added  to  our 
Confederacy,  while  instead  of  their  threatening  a  march  of  unchecked  conquest,  they 
have  been  driven  at  more  than  one  point  to  assume  the  defensive;  and  upon  a  fair 
comparison  between  the  two  belligerents  as  to  men,  military  means  and  financial 
coudiiion,  the  Confederate  States  are  relatively  mufh  stronger  now  than  when  the 
struggle  commenced. 

Since  your  adjournment,  the  people  of  Missouri  have  conducted  the  war  in  the  face 
of  almost  unparalleled  difliculties,  with  a  spirit  and  success  alike  worthy  of  them- 
selves and  of  the  great  cause  in  wbich  they  are  struggling.  Since  that  time  Ken- 
tucky, too,  has  become  the  theatre  of  active  hostilities.  The  Federal  forces  have  not 
only  refused  to  acknowledge  her  right  to  be  neutral,  and  have  insiste'd  upon  making 
her  a  party  to  the  war,  but  have  invaded  her  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  the  Con- 
federate States.  Outrages  of  the  most  despotic  character  have  been  perpetrated  upon 
her  people  ;  some  of  her  most  eminent  citizens  have  Vieen  seized  and  borne  away  to 
languish  in  foreign  prisons,  without  knowing  who  were  their  accusers,  or  the  specific 
charges  made  against  them,  while  others  have  been  forced  to  abandon  their  homes, 
their  families  and  property,  and  seek  a  refuge  in  distant  lands. 

Finding  that  the  Confederate  States  were  about  to  be  invaded  through  Kentucky, 
and  that  her  people,  after  being  deceived  into  a  mistaken  security,  were  invaded  and 
in  danger  of  being  sul)jugated  b}-  the  Federal  forces,  our  armies  were  marched  into 
that  State  to  repel  the  enem}' and  prevent  their  occupation  of  certain  strategic  points 
which  would  have  given  them  great  advantages  in  the  contest.  A  step  which  was 
justified  not  only  by  the  necessity  of  self-defence  on  the  part  of  the  Confederate 
States,  but  also  by  a  desire  to  aid  the  people  of  Kentucky. 

It  was  never  intended  by  the  Confederate  Government  to  conquer  or  coerce  the 
people  of  that  State,  but,  on  the  contrary,  it  was  declared  by  our  Generals  that  they 
would  withdraw  their  troops  if  the  Federal  Government  would  do  likewise.  Procla- 
mation was  also  made  of  the  desire  to  respect  the  neutrality  of  Kentucky,  and  the 
intention  to  abide  by  the  wishes  of  her  people,  as  soon  as  they  were  free  to  express 
their  opinions.  These  declarations  were  approved  by  me,  and  I  should  regard  it  as 
one  of  the  best  effects  of  the  march  of  our  troojis  into  Kentucky,  if  it  should  aid  in 
giving  to  her  people  liberty  of  choice  aud  a  tree  opportunity  to  decide  their  own 
destiny  according  to  their  own  will. 
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While  the  army  has  been  chiefly  instrumental  in  prosecuting  this  great  contest,  the 
navy  has  also  been  eflFective  in  full  proportion  to  its  means.  The  naval  oflficers, 
deprived  to  a  great  extent  of  an  opportunity  to  make  their  professional  skill  available 
ut  sea.  have  served  with  commendable  zeal  and  gallantry  on  shore  and  upon  inland 
waters,  further  details  of  which  will  be  found  in  the  reports  of  the  navy  and  war. 

In  the  transportation  of  the  mailH  many  diflRcuIties  have  arisen  which  will  be  found 
fully  developed  in  the  report  of  the  Postmaster-General.  Tlip  absorption  of  the  ordi- 
nary means  of  transportation  for  the  movements  of  troops  and  military  stores,  the 
insufiBciency  of  the  rolling  stock  of  railroads  for  the  accumulation  of  business  result- 
ing both  from  military  operations  and  the  obstruction  of  water  communication  by 
the  presence  of  the  enemy's  fleet;  the  failure  and  even  refusal  of  contractors  to  com- 
j)ly  with  the  terms  of  their  agreement ;  the  diflRcultiee  inherent  in  inaugurating  so 
\ast  ana  complicated  a  system  as  that  which  requires  postal  facilities  for  every  town 
and  village  in  a  territory  so  extended  as  ours,  have  all  combined  to  impede  the  best 
directed  efforts  of  the  Postmaster  General,  whose  zeal,  industry  and  ability  have 
been  taxed  to  the  utmost  extent.  Some  of  the.-se  difficulties  can  only  lie  overcome  by 
time  and  an  improved  condition  of  the  country  upon  the  restoration  of  peace:  but 
others  may  be  remodied  by  legislation,  and  your  attention  is  invited  to  the  recom- 
mendations contained  in  the  report  of  the  head  of  that  department. 

The  condition  of  the  treasury  will,  doubtless,  be  a  subject  of  anxious  inquiry  on 
your  part.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  financial  system  already  adopted  has  worked 
■well  so  far,  and  promises  good  results  for  the  futuse. 

To  the  extent  that  treasury  notes  may  be  issued,  the  government  is  enabled  to 
borrow  money  without  interest,  and  thus  facilitate  the  conduct  of  the  war.  This 
extent  is  measured  by  the  portion  of  the  field  of  circulation  which  these  notes  can  be 
made  to  occupy.  The  proportion  of  thp  6eld  thus  occupied  depends  again  upon  the 
amount  of  dents  for  which  they  are  receivable,  and  when  due,  not  only  to  the  Con- 
federate and  State  Governments,  but  also  to  corporations  and  individuals,  are  paya- 
ble in  this  medium,  a  large  amount  of  it  may  be  circulated  at  par. 

There  is  every  reason  to  believe  that  the  Confederate  treasury  note  is  fast  becoming 
such  a  medium.  The  provision  that  these  notes  shall  be  convertible  into  stock, 
bearing  eight  per  cent,  interest,  at  the  pleasure  of  the  holder,  ensures  them  against  a 
depreciation  below  the  value  of  that  stock,  and  no  considerable  fall  in  that  value 
ueed  be  feared  so  long  as  the  interest  shall  be  punctually  paid. 

The  punctual  payment  of  this  interest  has  been  secured  by  the  act  passed  by  vou 
at  the  last  session,  imposing  such  a  rate  of  taxation  as  must  provide  sufficient  means 
for  that  purpose.  For  the  successful  prosecution  of  this  war,  it  is  indispensable  that 
the  means  of  transporting  troops  and  military  supplies  be  furnished  as  far  as  possible 
in  such  manner  as  not  only  not  to  interrupt  the  commercial  intercourse  between  our 
people  nor  place  a  check  upon  their  productive  energies. 

To  this  end  the  means  of  transportation  from  one  section  of  our  country  to  the 
other,  must  be  carefully  guarded  and  improved.  And  this  should  be  the  object  of 
anxious  care  on  the  part  of  State  and  Confederate  Governments,  so  far  as  thev  mav 
have  power  over  the  subject. 

We  have  already  two  main  systems  of  transportation  from  North  to  South.  One 
from  Richmond  along  the  seaboard,  the  other  through  Western  Virginia  to  New 
Orleans.  A  third  might  be  secured  by  completing  a  link  of  about  forty  miles  be- 
tween Danville,  in  Virginia,  and  Green  burgh,  in  North  Carolina.  The  construction 
of  this  comparatively  short  line  would  give  us  a  through  route  from  North  to  South 
in  the  interior  of  the  Confederate  States,  and  give  us  access  to  a  population  and  to 
tiie  resources  from  which  we  are  now  in  a  great  measure  deprived. 

We  should  increase  greatly  the  safety  and  capacity  of  our  means  for  transporting 
men  and  military  supplies. 

if  the  construction  of  this  road  should,  in  the  judgment  of  Congress,  as  it  is  in 
mine,  be  indispensable  for  the  most  successful  prosecution  of  the  war,  the  action  of 
the  government  will  not  be  restrained  by  the  constitutional  objection  which  would 
attach  to  such  a  work  for  commercial  purposes,  and  attention  is  invited  to  the  prac- 
ticability of  securing  its  e^rly  completion  by  giving  the  needful  aid  to  the  companv 
organized  for  its  construction  and  administration. 

If  we  husband  our  means  and  make  a  judicious  use  of  our  resources,  it  would  be 
diflicult  to  fix  a  limit  to  the  period  during  which  we  could  conduct  a  war  against  the 
adversary  whom  we  now  encounter.  The  very  effort  which  he  makes  to  isolate  and 
invade  us  must  exhaust  his  means,  whilst  they  serve  to  complete  the  circle  and  diver- 
sify the  productions  of  our  industrial  system. 

The  reconstruction  which  he  seeks  to  effect  by  arms  becomes  dailv  more  palpablv 
impossible;  not  only  do  the  causes  which  induced  us  to  separate  still  last  in  full 
force,  but  they  have  been  strengthened,  and  whatever  doubt  may  have  lingered  in 
the  minds  of  any  must  have  been  completely  dispelled  by  subsequent  events. 

If,  instead  of  being  a  dissolution  of  a  league,  it  were  indeed  a  rebellion  in  which 
we  are  engaged,  we  might  find  ample  vindication  for  the  course  we  have  adopted  in 
the  scenes  which  are  now  being  enacted  in  the  United  States.  Our  people  now  look 
with  contemptuous  astonishment  on  those  with  whom  they  have  been  so  recently 
associated.    They  shrink  with  aversion  from  the  bare  idea  of  renewing  such  connection. 
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When  they  see  a  President  making  war  without  the  assent  of  Congress ;  when  they  behold 
judges  threatened  because  they  maintain  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus,  so  sacred  to  freemen  ;  when 
they  see  justice  and  law  trampled  under  the  iron  heel  of  military  authority,  and  upright  men 
and  innocent  women  dragged  to  distant  dungeons  upon  the  mere  edict  of  a  despot ;  when  they  fiad 
all  this  tolerated  and  applauded  by  a  people  who  had  been  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  freedom  but 
a  few  months  ago — they  believe  that  there  must  be  some  radical  incompatibility  between  such  a 
people  and  themselves. 

With  such  a  people  we  may  be  content  to  live  at  peace,  but  the  separation  is  final,  and  for  the 
independence  we  have  asserted  we  will  accept  no  alternative. 

The  nature  of  the  hostilities  which  they  have  waged  againsi  us,  must  be  characterized  as 
barbarous  wherever  it  is  understood.  They  have  bombarded  undefended  villages  without  giving 
notice  to  women  and  children  to  enable  them  to  escape,  and  in  one  instance  selected  the  nightas 
the  period  when  they  might  surprise  them  most  etiectually,  whilst  asleep  and  unsuspicious  of 
danger.  Arson  and  rapine,  the  destruction  of  private  houses  and  property,  and  injuries  of  the 
most  wanton  character,  even  upon  non-combatants,  have  marked  their  forays  along  our  borders 
and  upon  our  territory.  Although  we  ought  to  have  been  admonished  by  these  things,  that  they 
were  disposed  to  make  war  upon  us  in  the  most  cruel  and  relentless  spirit,  yet  we  were  not 
prepared  to  see  them  tit  out  a  large  nava!  expedition,  with  the  confessed  purpose  not  only  to 
pillage,  but  to  incite  a  servile  insurrection  in  our  midst. 

If  they  convert  their  soldiers  into  incendiaries  and  robbers,  and  involve  us  in  a  species  of  war, 
which  claims  non-combatants,  women  and  children  as  its  victims,  they  must  expect  to  be  treated 
as  outlaws  and  enemies  of  mankind. 

There  are  certain  rights  of  humanity  which  are  entitled  to  respect,  even  in  war,  and  he  who 
refuses  to  regard  them  forfeits  his  claim,  if  captured,  to  be  considered  a  prisoner  of  war,  but 
must  expect  to  be  dealt  with  as  an  offender  against  all  law,  human  and  divine.  But  not  content 
with  violating  our  rights  under  the  law  of  nations  at  home,  they  have  extended  their  injuries  to 
us  within  other  jurisdiction. 

The  distinguished  gentlemen  whom,  with  your  approval  at  the  last  session,  I  commissioned 
to  represent  the  Confederacy  at  certain  foreign  Courts,  have  been  recently  seized  by  the  Captain 
9f  a  United  States  ship-of-war  on  board  a  British  steamer,  on  their  voyage  from  the  neutral 
Spansh  port  ot  Havana  to  England. 

The  United  States  have  thus  claimed  a  general  jurisdiction  over  the  high  seas,  and  entering  a 
British  ship  sailing  under  the  country's  flag,  violated  the  rights  of  embassy,  for  the  most  part 
held  sacred,  even  amongst  barbarians,  by  seizing  our  ministers  whilst  under  the  protection  of, 
and  within  the  dominions  of  a  neutral  nation. 

These  gentlemen  were  as  much  under  the  jurisdiction  of  the  British  Government  upon  that 
ship  and  beneath  its  flag,  as  il  they  had  been  on  its  soil,  and  a  claim  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States  to  seize  them  In  the  streets  of  London  would  have  been  as  well  founded  as  that  to 
apprehend  them  where  they  were  taken. 

Had  they  been  malefactors,  and  citizens  even  of  the  United  States,  they  could  not  have  been 
arrested  in  a  British  ship  or  on  British  soil,  unless  under  the  express  provisions  of  a  treaty,  and 
according  to  the  forms  therein  provided  lor  the  extradition  of  criminals. 

But  rights  the  most  sacred  seem  to  have  lost  ail  respect  in  their  eyes.  When  Mr.  Faulkner,  a 
former  Minister  of  the  United  States  to  France,  commissioned  before  the  secession  of  Virginia, 
his  iiative  State,  returned  in  good  laith  to  Washington  to  settle  his  accounts  and  fulfil  all  obliga- 
tions into  which  he  had  entered,  he  was  perfidiously  arrested  and  imprisoned  in  New  York, 
where  he  now  is.  The  unsuspecting  confidence  with  which  he  reportecf  to  his  government  was 
abused,  and  his  desire  to  lulfil  his  trust  to  them  was  used  to  his  injury.  In  conducting  this  war 
we  have  sought  no  aid   and  proposed  no    alliances    ofiensive   and  defen.sive  abroad. 

The  advantages  of  intercoui.se  are  mutual  among  nations,  and  in  seeking  to  establish  the 
diplomatic  relations  we  were  only  endeavoring  to  place  that  intercour.se  under  the  regulation  of 
law.  Perhaps  we  had  the  right  if  we  had  chosen  to  exercise  it,  to  ask  to  know  whether  the 
principle  that  blockades  to  he  binding  must  be  efiectual,  so  .solemnly  announced  by  the  great 
powers  of  Europe  at  Paris,  as  to  be  generally  enforced,  or  applied  only  to  particular  parties. 

When  the  Confederate  States,  at  your  last  session,  became  a  party  to  the  declaration 
re-affirming  this  principle  of  international  law,  which  has  been  recognized  so  long  by  publicists 
and  governments,  we  certainly  supposed  that  it  v/as  to  be  uiiivrsally  enforced.  The^ucstomary 
laws  of  nations  is  made  up  of  their  practice  rather  than  their  declarations  ;  and  if  such  declara- 
tions are  only  to  be  enforced  in  particular  instances,  at  the  pleasure  o!  those  who  make  them, 
then  the  commerce  o1  the  world,  so  far  from  being  placed  under  the  regulation  of  a  general  law, 
will  become  subject  to  the  caprice  of  those  who  execute  or  suspend  it  at  will.  If  such  is  to  be 
the  course  of  nations  in  regard  to  this  law,  it  is  plain  that  it  will  thus  become  a  rule  for  the  weak 
and  not  for  the  strong. 

Feeling  that  such  views  must  be  taken  by  the  neutral  nations  of  the  earth,  I  have  caused  the 
evidence  to  be  collected  wliich  proves  completely  the  utter  iriffliciency  of  the  proclaimed 
blockade  of  our  coast,  and  shall  direct  it  to  be  laid  before  such  governments  as  shall  artoid  us  the 
means  of  being  heard. 

But,  although  they  .should  be  henefitfert  hy  the  enforcement  of  this  law,  so  solemnly  declared 
by  the  great  powers  ot  Europe,  we  are  not  dependent  on  that  enforcement  for  the  successful 
prosecution  of  the  war 

As  long  as  the  hostilitie.s  continue,  the  Coniederate  States  will  exhibit  a  steadily  increasing 
capacity  to  furnish  their  troops  with  fond,  clothing  and  arms. 

If  they  should  be  forced  to  forego  many  of  the  luxuries  and  some  of  the  comforts  of  life,  they 
will  at  least  have  the  consolation  of  knowing  that  they  are  thus  daily  becoming  more  independent 
of  the  rest  of  the  world. 

If,  in  this  process,  labor  in  the  Confederate  States  should  be  gradually  diverted  from  those 
great  Southern  staples,  which  have  given  life  to  so  much  of  the  commerce  of  mankind,  into 
other  channels,  so  as  to  make  them  rival  producers  instead  of  profitable  customers,  they  will  not 
be  the  only  or  even  chief  losers  by  this  change  in  the  direction  ol  their  industry. 

Although  it  is  true  that  the  cotton  supply  from  the  Southern  States  could  only  be  totally  cut  off  by 
tlte  subversion  of  our  social  system,  yet  if  is  plain  that  a  long  continuance  of  this  blockade  might, 
by  a  diversion  of  labor  and  investment  of  capital  in  other  employments,  so  diminish  the  supply 
as  to  bring  ruin  upon  all  those  interests  of  foreign  countries  wliich  are  dependent  on  that  staple. 
For  every  laborer  who  is  diverted  from  the  culture  ol  cotton  in  the  South,  perhaps  four  times  as 
many  elsewhere,  who  have  Idund  .subsistence  in  the  various  employments  growing  out  ol  its 
use,  will  be  lorced  also  to  change  their  occupation. 

While  the  war  which  is  waged  to  take  from  us  the  right  of  self-government  can  never  attain 
that  end,  it  remains  to  be  seen  how  lar  it  may  work  a  revolution  in  the  industrial  system  of  the 
world,  which  may  carry  suftering  to  other  lands  as  well  as  our  own. 

In  the  meantime,  we'shall  continue  to  struggle  in  humble  dependence  upon  Providence,  from 
whose  searching  scrutiny  we  cannot  conceal  the  secrets  of  our  hearts,  and  to  whose  rule  we 
confidently  submit  our  destinies.  For  the  rest  we  shall  depend  upon  ourselves.  Liberty  is 
always  won  where  there  exists  the  unconquerable  will  to  be  free  ;  and  we  have  reason  to  know 
the  strength  that  is  given  by  a  conscious  sense  not  only  of  the  magnitude,  but  of  the 
righteousess  of  our  cause.  . ,  ^.,„„ 

Richmond,  November  18, 1861.  JEFFERSON  DAVIS. 
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